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A Convergation with the Author

Why a graphic narrative

Graphic marrative & a poserful medium that allowed me to sccomplish what
 couldn' in any ather format. The wse of text and images in & complex back-
and-forth Jtlatlomhlp allowed me to put the past [lght up against the preseit,
which was enucial for this book, It also llowed me ta ke dhis story mose
acowsible while hesping s complexty. The sources on enshved wamen ase
only fragments in the archive. The sructure of the medum—pandls with gur-
tes{the blank space berween panelsh—s uniquely suitd o recover and hovor

these stories and restore them to the historical record.
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The graphic narmative format i & powerful methodelogy for portraytng

what | cll the “hape of shsence.” Huugo and 1 do this here, whik aso breaking
the pacing of the panellauctet arcangement to then push ar he foum’ bound-
aries to create mote emational impact. Here,the four women prosccured for
thei imvelvement i the N York ity Slave Revaltof 1712, dravn in blonk
autline, ]msh W :h]'nugh the gutter and Pim thre ugh the pancl ahave where
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Why should we leamn about slavery and slave resistance? Can't we just
e o 10 Black joy?

1 all for Black joy! Bt in orcer to have r, we need o homos the power-
fulreslcnce and resstance of ur ancestors. Okherwis, Bhck people become
burdened with shame about our history and this purselves. Our oy hecomes
shallow, rootles. A cerain hip-hop ariserecently sid thar since lavery lased
50 long, it must have been a choice, During the Gearge Floyd uprisngs, | saw
o phota of a young woman wearing 2 Tshirt that said: “We are NOT cur
ancestars, We will fck fou up!' It made me sad, because the hi!lu(y of slave
vesstance s taught o pootly, 1 it s caughearal. W need to know ehis history
0 e can take pride in it 0 we ean draw on the stength and power of our
aneestors o fight for he change we need.

Unfornunatly we caf "just moe on” 1 we are going ta undetstand our
present and how 10 chmgc it, we need to understand the st The Unired
Siates s plpue by the legacy of savery. The hiscory we are taught n high
schoal i usuaﬂ)' oie \(mg pmcess of crasing fesilance, and erasing how social

change sctually happens. Grounding our oy firmly in the pewer of our ances-

Kt B ancestry in progress, and it ls the padl 10 Black jo




Why does Watke focus on the elghteenth century?
I Wke, L vlk about o | ef the practie of b 1o go back und sudy this
hiseory [ knew thar the hismryofx]avcry wm«d:ﬁlrm‘mg the jusrice ystem and
the warld around us, but | didn't understand how.

sty racialed gender. | fcus speifelly on how concepts of race and
gender were sed to ceate dhe b of chattel avery and how this sill shapes
ot lives today. Slavery unfortunately evited in many times and in many plac-
65, but the race-based chattel avery in the Americas was & uniquely horrible
new it intvduced in the eary cclonial period, and it continues to strueture
systeins of ace and gender roday, Ths form of chareel slavery, in which Black
people were ransformed into property and their ehildren Inherived thissarus,
v creare by T in the Americas in thiseadly petiod. It rakes a Lot eo hgally
i peayl
established chatelshovery ercated two penders of women: white women who

e into properry. In arder to make this happen, the new baws chae

uﬂv{‘ biﬂh to ]'K!V‘ nfpmpm}'. lmd Bh{k wamen Wh(] E.I\'E hh[h t }Jmpﬂ‘t[
Pepk whe give birth o propert nd peaple who areborm property ae therehy
m\UUL[CMd 28Ul bbU man,

This is what drew me to that early time period. And as | quickly found in
griduate chool itisa bad mestal health formula tostudy shvery and notstudy

lave resistance, This s how ] came 10 the study of shve revol
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Why New York City?
'm from New York City and have always heen drawn e i bistory. Yeu | didie
learn untl raduate schoal about justhow central both the instieution of avery
and the save trade wete in the ereaton and bulding of New York Ciry as the
worlds financil capial,

IF people are raught the history of davery, chey are aughe hat it was a
sauthe, rura instivaion. But lavery evisted everywhere in the Britsh eole-
nics and continued o exist in pars af the northern Unired Scates well inco the
ineteenth cenrury. Enslaved labor was wsed to build and rn urban areas a5
wellas ural areas. Enslaved people built the infrstructure of New York City
the roads, the docks, even the wall that protected the ity from Indigenous
people trying to get thelr nd back, That wall ran the length of what i now
called WillStreet,

I 1708, el of the whie poplaion of New York Clry owned saves, Ene
laved people made up over 20 percent of the population. The only othet ciry
that i a higher population o enslaved people n 1700 was Charletan, South
Canolina.
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Why is the Wstory of women in slave revolts “hidden”?

Tounderstand why therole of women n lav revohis has been esed from his
oy, It ecesary v undestand someehing called“hstoiography”and haw i
differs from hi!mly. Hiimry s the event in the past Mngimdmd H‘\slun'nglr
phy i che study o how history s wrttn and what fctors shape the hisrorical
Interpretation af the past, Al istoricdl weitng i someons perspective, Hiso-
riography tracesthase perspectives and what shaped them, [ isthe sty ol how
thise perspectives shift over time and why. This s actually relly important!
Historians always wite in & social and policcal contexr, and this shapes how
they weiteabaut the past, They also wiitein conversition with ot hisorians'
Intetpretationsof the past. In Wi, [ show how hisorians chaimed that women
dlidnt particpate in sesc revols despite the fctshar their parccparion was
documented in the records created at the time of those events. But why did
historans leave women out ofthe story?

“The pespectiv ofthe histoians who fst wrote about the history of dave
reseance s tha there was none. Madnstream history taught that davery wasa
bcnign institution; uivﬂh.lng force, and no one wanted o resst it, When these
Dlarant:racss were mo longer pare of the mainstream, other hisorians staered
fcusing on rcovering the scory of slave revolts fromn the archivs. When this
stif happened in the bt 1960 and 1970, US culiue was sruratd with the
e thar Blck peaple fved in ther own subeulre, craeed during davery,

thar was responsible for che poverty and disenfranchisement they fced. T was
caused not by sytemic acism and economic exploiarin, but by this o-called
dfuseive e, cause by having the “wrong” gender ols. Black women were
marriarchs who emasculaced Black men, and therefore Black pcnple asawhele
would never succeed unlesthey changed their gender roes, The istorians who
swere tnterpreting the history of evolt insisted that ths was not true, That Black
people abvsys had the "coreee” gender roles, That Blck wormen “did ot un-
dermine their men” by participating i oogantied olent uprisings ke revols.

Mo historian pushed back s this et interpretation, even during the lr-
et i of it histotography. The tudy of wamer' hiscory becatne ruore
mainstream i he 1980 and omward, and these historians focused on recov-
cring and henoring what chey saw as mare “fmining” ypesof resitance. This
included “individual” acts of violence, like }mis«miﬂg ar o, or acis that
were s vielent and ks confronationl ke bresking ool o fegning e
Thet historans wanted to honor this ype of resitance,and | agree e should
be reclimed and honared,

When | was wu[kiﬂg on iy dissertation at the turn of the century, my
tescarch and incerpresaion sefeed the original dea that women weren in-
volved i revlts, | recsived afo o pushhack, The ide s sll seen by many a5
conttoverial, desptethe evistence of hisorical records proving otherwse, That
isthe power of historiography



What does “the measuted use of historical imagination” mean? How Is
It different from fiction?

ANl history is writen by histotans whe usé sources to then creae & vison of
whit happened in the past. Bur sometimes the records fall comphecly s,
3 they often did in my research for Wike. But instead nfjusr giving up and
leaving the lives of these women in complete slence, | use the same hisorical
raing o take this process one step further and try o reconstruct what could
have happencd. [ call this “the measured use of historicd imagintion.” And in
the one and a half ofthe ten chapters n Wake where | do this, | larly let the

reader kivow when | am doing s, 10 keep innegriry in the process

it e
capts by 4 s a6 e,

For example, in imagining and creatng visuds for the sories of the women
intolved i the New Yotk Chy Save Revolt of 1712, there  not one cobble
stote, et ot plant, ot ote iy byou, that wase' carhuly nsearched.

T oathing cerennony in chapter 3, only brifly rfsted 1 in che colonial
govenor’ eottespondence, is deawn from soutees n amethet Brivish colony whete
the nclaved people ware o predomrinandly Akan. These documents, which de-
scribed in detail how these ceremanies work, were created preventshave evoles.
It cantoned endavers about what to be on watch fo. If they saw an enslaved
persan gathering graveyand ditt, it vas probably for an aathing ceremony and

arevalt was being planned. This allowed Hugo and me to use those detalled

descrptions o visualize the oathng cerenony that occurmed before the revolt,

Sincethereare obsiosly no photos of the ciry n the cary 170, T used the
first two docades nf';'\ghgrcnrh-cmmn:. ¢ty council Meerings 10 gt 3 sefse of
what New York Ciy looked k. The council minutes reveal incredibly useul
deails in their mmrdmgn?‘m\md;mndicp\m about lhmgs [ike how 0 |ighr
the strects and who fad to pay for the candles, or passng an ordinance that

a specfic neighborhood had to do a better job weeding around dheir honses



for fire prevention. Thi ¢ the ity | abo used forenstc

anthropologitsanlysts of the sheletons in the African Burial Ground, which

d 10 d equally hard sbor The

exet seletons of women who had died From skulleollapse from ¢atrying heay

Joads. Busid

reangements with specfic grave goods showed that one

was ikely an Obeah pristess. We even know how many of thse buried were

ariginally born in Africa by andying nutrition pattems. Those barn in Affea

staned with good nutriton that then deteriorated afer being taken to New

York Cit, wheteas ensaved people born fn New York City had poor nutrition

from the sart.

The meastred use of Bistorial imaghuation, as oppased to fetion, describes

only whar absolurely could ha (‘\ﬂp;l\‘llvd. For thar rezson, | felr comforrable
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EXPERIENCE THE EXTENDED STORY.

PERFORMED BY A FULL CAST, AVAILABLE ONLY IN AUCIO.
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“Not only a riveting tale of Black women’s leadership
of slave revolts but an equally dramatic story of the
engaged scholarship that enabled its discovery.”
—ANGELAY. DAVIS, political activist and professor.
emerita, departments of History of Consciousness and
Feminist Studies, Universify of California, Santa Cruz

“Wakeisarevelation.. .. Hall's writing cleverly

flows between the reality of her research on

Black women-led slave revolts and speculative
imaginings that uncover the spectrum of human
experience and resilience.”

~JOHN JENNINGS, Eisner Award-winning
illustrator of Octavia E; Butler’s Kindred graphic novel

“Wake makes accessible the historians’ craft in the
service of telling the powerful stories of women-led
slave revolts. With the moving illustrations of Martinez
and the impressive storytelling of Hall, we are
transported into 1712, 1708, and the four-hundred-year
history of the Black Atlantic, gaining a deeper sense
of women-led uprisings. Infusing the text with her
personal story and a sharp historical imagination,

Hall never wavers in giving life to this history. She
lifts the veil on enslaved women’s leadership in the
relentless pursuit of freedom. She brings into the
present stories that must be read and passed on.”
—ROSE M. BREWER, professor of Afro-American and
African studies, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

“Hall and Martinez connect the past and the present
in a moving and exciting narrative that brings to
light the history of slavery in the United States.
Showing how enslaved women resisted slavery,
even though their participation in rebellions
remains largely absent from written records, Wake
will be a crucial tool to introduce students to the
problematic nature of slavery primary sources.”
—ANA LUCIA ARAUJO, professor of history,
Howard University

*In this beautiful and moving graphic novel,
Hall unearths a history so often overlooked:

“the significant role Black women played in
leading slave revolts. Through Martinez’s vivid
graphics, comhined with Hall’s brilliant insights
and powerful storytelling, Wake transports the
reader to a moment.in time when a group of
Black women set out to overturn the institution
of slavery in British North America. Their
courageous story, told with remarkable skill and
elegance; offers hope and inspiration for us all.”
—MKEISHA N.BLAIN, coeditor of the #I New York Times

< bestseller Four Hundred Souls and award-winning

author of Set the World on Fire: Black Nationalist
Women and the Global Struggle for Freedom

“More than just a history, Wake is a meaningful
engagement with a living past. Read this
book slowly. Savor the visual metaphors.
Let them take you back in time while Hall's
narration pins you to the uncomfortable
present. This book will haunt you the way that
the legacies of slavery haunt this country.”
—TREVOR R. GETZ, professor of African
and world history, San Francisco State
University, and author of Abina and the
Important Men: A Graphic History

“We who live in the wake of centuries of white
supremacy feel the hidden history of our ancestors’
struggle to survive uncovered in this book. In its
pages we not only feel their sorrow in bondage but
also their elation when they finally broke free.”
—BEN PASSMORE, author of
Your Black Friend and Other Strangers
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